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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To automatically execute a data backup of a specific file at 
the time when the data communication quantity of an LAN is small by 
providing a function for executing the data backup of the file designated 
in advance. 

CONSTITUTION: A file backup function 12 sets a current backup file 
pointer, (hereinafter, abbreviated as a current pointer) to a file of 
backup priority 1 of a backup file table. Thereafter, a congestion state 
of an LAN communication channel is monitored at a prescribed time 
interval by a communication data quantity monitoring function 1 3. In 
such a state, in the case the data communication quantity is below a 
certain threshold, the file backup function 1 2 executes a backup of the 
file shown by the current pointer. When the backup of the file is 
completed, the current pointer is updated to a file having the next 
backup priority, and the backup processing is continued. 
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